


THE CORRESPONDENT. 


MAGNA EST VERITAS ET PREVALEBIT. 











No. 6. NEW YORK, SEPTEMBER 1, 1827. Ton 











CORRESPONDENCE. 





INSTRUCTIONS OF THE CHIEF OF THE CAPUCHINS AT RAGUSA, TO BRO- 
THER PEDICULOSO, ON HIS DEPARTURE FOR THE 
HOLY LAND. BY VOLTAIRE. 
[Translated for the Correspondent. } 
Continued from page 67. 

There is great dispute among the learned respecting the 39th chapter 
of that same Ezexiel. The question is whether it is to the Jews or to 
the beasts of the field that the Lord promises to give the blood of the 
princes and the flesh of the warriors for food. We are of opinion that 
it is to both: the 17th verse is mcontestibly in favor of the beasts ; but 
the 18th, 19th, aud the following are for the Jews. ‘ You shall eat the 
horse and his rider.”” Not only are they to devour the horses, like the 
Scythians, but also the riders, like worthy Jews as they were. See what 
it is to have a thorough knowledge of the Holy Scriptures. 

The most essential passages ot Ezekiel, the most advantageous to mo- 
rals, the best adapted for the edification of the people, and the most effi- 
cacious in inspiring the youth of both sexes with modesty and a love of 
chastity, are those in which the Lord speaks of Aholah and Aholibah, 
chap. 23d: these admirable texts cannot be read too often. 

After a careful examination of those inimitable passages, we would 
have you lightly to look into Jeremiah, who ran naked throughout Jeru- 

salem, loaded with a pack saddle: but we beg of you not to neglect the 
prophet Hosea, whom the Lord commanded “to take unto him a wife of 
whoredoms and children of whoredonis;” and, some time after, to love 
an adultress, and he bought an adultress ‘for fifteen pieces of silver and a 
homer of barley and half a homer of barley,” chap. 3. 

Nothing will contribute more, my dear brother, to form the minds of 
young persons, than able commentaries 00 these texts. Do not forget 
to calculate the value of the fifteen pieces of money: we are of opinion 
that they will amount to at least seven livres and a half, and you know 
that the capuchins get girls much cheaper than that. 

We will vow turn your attention to the New Testament. First you 
will reconcile the two genealogies of Christ, which you will find the ea- 
siest thing in the world to do; for the one is totally different from the 
other, and it is evident that this is a holy and admirable mystery. The 
good Calmet says very candidiy, m speaking of the two genealogies of 
of Melchisedech, “ As falsehood always betrays itself, some gire his ge- 
nealogy in one way and some in another.” ‘ He owns, then,” the unbe~ 
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lievers say, “that this enormous difference is an evident proof that the 
whole story is a lie.” Very true, so far as Melchisedech is concerned; 
for he was only a man; but Jesus Christ was both man and God; of 
course, therefore, he must have two genealogies. 

You will see how it happened that Mary and Joseph took their child 
into Egypt, according to Matthew, whereas Luke says they remained at 
Bethlehem; and explain all the other sacred contradictions. Some very 
pretty things may be said respecting the water changed into wine at the 
wedding of Cana, when the guests were all drunk, for John, the only one 
of the apostles who speaks of it, says expressly that they were: “ef cum 
inebriate fuerint,” says the Vulgate. You had better read the “ Ques- 
tions of Zapata,” wpon the massacre of the innocents by Herod; upon 
the star of the three kings; and upon the fig tree that was blasted for 
not bearing fruit, ‘‘ when it was not the time for figs,” as the text says. 
The ham curers of Westphalia are surprised that Jesus should have sent 
the devil into the bodies of 2000 swine, particularly as there were no 
swine in Judea: they say that if he had given them the swine, instead of 
sending the devil to them, they would have made more than 20,000 flo- 
rins by them; that is, supposing they were fat. 

When you shall have made these things all clear, we recommend to 
you, most earnestly, to set about a vindication of Luke, who, having 
been the last among the evangelists who wrote, and of course better in- 
formed than the rest of them, as he says, ought to be received with great 
respect. ‘This respectable Luke assures us, that when Mary was ready 
to lie in, Cesar Augustus commanded (in order that the prophecies 
might be fulfilled) a census to be taken of all the inhabitants of the world, 
and that Quirinus, governor of Syria, published that edict in Judea. 
Certain infidels, who unluckily are learned men, pretend that there is 
not a word of truth in this story; that Augustus never issued so ridicu- 
lous and extravagant an order; that Quirinus was not governor of Syria 
until ten years after the confinement of Mary; and that Luke was in all 
likelihood a blockhead, who, having heard that a census of Rome was 
made im the time of Augustus, and that Quirinus was governor of Syria 
after Varus, confounds events and dates; that he talks like a country 
booby, ignorant of what passes in the capital, and yet has the vanity to 
say that he is better informed than other people. 

This is what the impious say; but do not heed them: think and speak 
only as the pious think and speak, and, above all, do not forget to read 
those questions I have mentioned; they will clear up these difficulties, as 
well as all others: perhaps there is not one of them that might not puz- 
zle a capuchin; but, with the grace of God for help, every thing may be 
explained. 

Do not fail to inform us, if you. meet in your travels with any of those 
wretches who think lightly of the transubstantiation, of the ascension, 
the assumption, the annunciation, and the inquisition, and who satisfy 
themselves with believing in God, with worshipping him in spirit and in 
truth, and with acting uprightly. You will easily recognize these mon- 
sters: they only aim at being good subjects, good sons, good husbands, 
and good fathers; they give alms to the poor, and none to the capuchins. 
There is no true religion but that which gives millions to the pope, and 
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abundant alms to the capuchins. Finally, 1 commend myself to your 
prayers, and to those of the sacred little people who inhabit your vene- 
rable beard. 


APOCRYPHAL GOSPELS. 
Continued from page 53. 


Then Nero, full of wrath, saith to Agrippa, his prefect, It is neces- 
sary that these irreligious men suffer a cruel death; therefore, having 
bound them in chains of iron, let them be thrown into the basin made use 
of for naval combats; for it is right that men of this sort perish miserably. 

Agrippa.—Most sacred emperor, the punishment thou adjudgest to 
them is not equitable. 

Nero.—How not equitable? 

Agrippa.—Because Paul appears to be innocent; but Peter, who hath 
caused the death of a man, ought to suffer severe torture. 

Nero.—After what manner, then, should they die? 

Agrippa.—As it seemeth to me, it is just that the irreligious Paul should 
lose his head; and Peter, who hath besides caused the death of a man, 
let him be crucified. 

Nero.—Thou hast judged well. 

And immediately Peter and Paul were brought into the presence of 
Nero. Paul was beheaded in the Ostian way; but Peter, approaching 
his cross, said, Because my Lord Jesus Christ descended from heaven to 
earth, he hath been crucified erect on the cross; but I, who have been 
thought worthy to be called by the cross from earth to heaven, ought to 
have my head placed nearest the earth, and my feet directed towards 
heaven: and, as I am not worthy of the same crucifixion as my Lord, 
turn my cross, and crucify me with my head downwards. , 

So they inverted the cross, and fixed his feet upwards, and his hands 
downwards. 

And there assembled in that place an innumerable multitude of people, 
who exclaimed against Nero, and carried their indignation so far that 
they willingly would have hurt Nero himself. But Peter hindered them, 
saying, ‘Take heed, my little children, that ye do not this thing, but heark- 
en rather to what I shall say to you; for, not many days ago, at the sup- 
plication of the brethren, I departed hence, and my Lord Jesus Christ 
met me at the gate of this city; and I worshipped him, and asked him, 
Lord whither goest thou?’ And he said to me, Follow me, for I am going 
to Rome to be a second time crucified. And whilst I followed him, and 
returned towards Rome, he said to me, Fear not, for I am with thee until 
the time when I shall introduce thee into the house of my father. For 
this reason, my little children, be careful not to hinder my departure. 
My feet already tread the heavenly way. Sorrow not, but rejoice with 
me, for this day I obtain the reward of my works. And after he had 
spoken these words, he said, I give thee thanks, good master, that the 
sheep thou hath given me wrth compassion on me. I desire that they 
may be partakers also with me in thy favor. To thee | commend the 
sheep thou hast confided unto me, to the end that, in possessing thee, they 
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feel not that they are without me; and I pray that thou wouldst always 
succor them with .thy aid, O Lord Jesus Christ, by whom I have been 
able to govern this multitude. 

And, saying this, he gave up the ghost. And immediately there ap- 
peared holy men, whom no one had seen before, and none have been able 
to see since; for they affirmed that it was on account of these two that 
they had come from Jerusalem. And, accompanied by Marcellus, an il- 
lustrious man who had believed, and, leaving Simon, had become the fol- 
lower of Peter, they bore away his body in secrecy, and deposited it at the 
Terebinthine place, near the canal on which naval combats were exhibit- 
ed, in that part which is called the Vatican. 

Now those men, who said they had arrived from Jerusalem, said to the 
people, Rejoice with exceeding great joy, inasmuch as ye have been 
found worthy of so great teachers, the friends of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
For know that this most execrable Nero, after the death of the apostles, 
shall not be able to preserve his kingdom. 

And it came to pass, after that time, Nero incurred the hatred of his 
army, and of the Roman people, in such sort that they resolved on pub- 
licly beheading him. Having been informed of this plot, he was seized 
with so great trembling, and such insupportable terror, that he flew thence, 
and appeared not afterwards. There were some who said that as he 
wandered through the forests in his flight, he perished from hunger and 
thirst, and was devoured by wolves. 

And when the Greeks bore away the bodies of the holy apostles, Peter 
and Paul, to carry them into the east, there happened a great earthquake, 
and the Roman people ran, and they arrested the bodies at the place 
called the Catacombs, at the third mile stone on the Appian way. And 
they were kept there a year and seven months, until the time that places 
were prepared for them; and there they were received with due honor 
and reverence, and with praises of hymns. 

And the body of the most blessed Peter was placed in the Vatican of 
naval combats, and that of Paul two miles on the Ostian way; where 
those who earnestly and faithfully seek receive the benefit of their pray- 
ers, for the praise and glory of our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

I, Marcellus, the disciple of my master, the apostle Peter, have written 
these things which I have seen. 


HISTORY OF SAMUEL. 
Continued from page 39. 


Saul, dismissed by Samuel, met the procession of prophets, and at 
sight of the train, seized with the spirit of God, he set himself to prophesy 
with them. The people inquired if Saul had become a prophet. Those 
who knew it, asked, what has happened to the son of Kish to have also 
become a prophet? Others observed, what is their father to them? His 
father-in-law having questioned him on the details of his journey, Saul 
told him all, except the affair of the royalty. Behold then a connivance 
between Saul and Samuel. 
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There remained a public scene to play to gain the respect and credulity 
of the people. For this purpose, Samuel convoked at Maspha a general 
assembly. After some reproaches on the part of God, (for nothing can 
be done without his name,) You wish to have, says he, another king than 
your God; youshall have him. In the mean time he began to draw by 
lot the twelve tribes of Israel, to know from which tribe should issue 
their king. The lot fell upon the tribe of Benjamin: he drew them by 
lot, and the lot fell upon the family of Matri; and, finally, on the person 
of Saul, Assuredly if there is any juggling, it is that of drawing lots on 
a thing already determined. As to the trick of directing the lot, we know 
that it requires but very little address to play the slight of hand; it has 
been seen every where; we yet see examples of it. In this time of civili- 
zation, has not France seen her five directors drawing lots as to who 
should withdraw from office, when it was already agreed on among them- 
selves? In consideration of a hundred thousand francs, a carriage drawn 
by two good horses, and the brevet of an oflice, the chosen one would 
not fail, from among the five balls of ivory put into the urn, to take that 
which was warm, and the world would be edified. 

It was necessary that the Hebrew people should believe that God hier 
self had made choice pf Saul, in order that this choice might impose obe- 
dience upon all, and respect to the malecontents, which the opposition 
had not yet let be seen. By an addition to the jugglery, Saul was not 
present: itis clear that Samuel had concealed him; they seek him; they 
soon find him in the hiding place which the seer had the merit of divining. 
The people were surprised to see so fine a man, and, according to the 
literal account, they cried, “‘ God save the king.””. Then Samuel read to the 
people the statutes of the kingdom, and he wrote them in a book, which 
he deposited, without doubt, in the temple. After the ceremony, the 
people were dismissed. Saul returned to his house at his farm; and, to 
form an army, he assembled around him men whose hearts God had 
touched; that is, the*sycophants and partisans of Samuel; but the evil 
ones exclaimed, What! is this he who is to save us?) And they carried 
him no presents. 

These last expressions point out a party of malcontents. Their spirit 
and tone of disdain indicate the low rank and condition in which Saul 
was born, and perhaps, also, the mediocrity of his talents, already known 
to his neighbors, without exposing a secret infirmity which we shall soon 
see developed. We perceive, then, that these malcontents were of a class 
distinguished by birth and by wealth, who are in the text denominated 
** evil ones,”’ because the writer was a believer, a devotee, imbued with 
the ideas of ihe priest, his hero, and that of the superstitious majority of 
the nation. 

The book of royal statutes, written by Samuel, is worthy of some at- 
tention. The Hebrew word mashfat, by which it is designated, signifies 
sentence rendered—law imposed. What was this law, this constitution 
of royalty? The answer is not doubtful. It was the same mashfat men- 
tioned in the Sth chapter and 11th verse, where Samuel, being angry, 
says to the people, Here is the mashfat of the king, who will reign over 
you: he will take your children; he will employ them in the service of 
his chariots and his horses ; they will run before him and before his cha- 
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riots of war; he will make them captains over thousands and captaine 
of fifties; he will employ them as laborer’ in his fields, to gather his har- 
vest, to make his instruments of war, and his chariots. He will take 
your daughters, and make them perfumers (or washerwomen,) his cooks, 
and his bakers. He will take your corn fields, your olive orchards, 
and your vineyards; he will give them to his servants; he will take the 
tenth of your grain and of your wine to give to his eunuchs and servants ; 
he will take away your slaves, male and female, as well as your asses; 
and the best of your goods will be for his use; he will decimate your cat- 
tle, and of your own persons he will make slaves. 

Those will be deceived who take this for menaces only. It is simply 
the picture of what passed among the neighboring people who had kings. 
It 1s an instructive sketch of the civil, political, and military state of those 
times, where we see chariots, slaves, eunuchs, tithes, tillages of different 
kinds, companies and battalions of thousands and fifties, &c. as in latter 
periods. Such were the evils resulting from the theocratic regime, or go- 
vernment of priests in the name of God, that the Hebrews preferred to it 
a military despotism, concentrated in a single person; who, at home, had 
the power of maintaining peace, and, abroad, to repel aggression, and the 
intrusion of strangers. . 

If Samuel had been a just man, he would, in establishing the rights 
of the king, have also fixed the balance of his duties, what constituted 
the rights of the people: he would have imposed upon him, as is prac- 
tised in Egypt, the duties of temperance in all things, of abstinence from 
luxury, of repressing his passions, of overseeing his agents, of discoun- 
tenancing flatterers, of resolution to punish, and of impartiality to judge 
between his subjects. But the priest Samuel was irritated at having 
wrested from him the sceptre which his knavery had obtained. The 
most to be regretted in this affair is, that Saul was not endowed with 
sufficient means or sufficient spirit to counteract this perfidious protector. 
He could, by feigning to hold Samuel strictly to his order, by obliging 
him to explain it clearly, have thrown back upon him the checks which 
he imposed, and thus, in the eyes of the people, he would have had the 
merit of liberating them. David did not fail; but Saul, altogether a 
brave warrior, and not suspecting the-policy of the temple, became the 
dupe and the victim of a consummate machiavelism. 

According to Samuel, the royal statute was a pure and severe despot- 
ism, a genuine tyranny: According to Moses, it was quite another thing. 
To be convinced of this, it is sufficient to read the precept recorded in the 
17th chapter of Deuteronomy, verse 14, &c. It says, literally, ‘* When 
you shall have entered into the land which Jehovah your God has given 
you, and which you shall possess and inhabit, and you shall say, J will 
establish over me a king like all the people that surround me, you shall 
establish him who shall choose Jehovah your God; you shall take him 
from among your brethren (Jews;) you shall not take a stranger, who is 
not your brother; and this king shall not possess many horses; he shall 
not make the people return to Egypt to have many horses; he shall not 
multiply wives, that his heart turn not away; he shall not amass treasures 
of gold and silver, and when he shall sit upon the throne he shall write 
for himself a copy of the law in a book, before the priests and the Le- 
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his life, to learn to fear Jehovah his God, and to practise all his precepts.” 
What a difference between this statute of Moses and that of Samuel! 
Mark well the words: the king shall be one of your brethren, a man en- 
tirely as one of you; and he shall be submissive to the will of the nation. 
How happens it that Samuel was not intimate with, or did not mention, 
a single word of an ordinance of the legislator so precise and radical? 
How was it that no person made the least mention of it? Was this law 
of Moses unknown or forgotten? or was it by some chance not yet insert- 
ed? There are reasonable suspicions in this respect. Able critics have 
already remarked, that in the Pentateuch more than thirty passages are 
manifestly posterior to Moses, and posterior by several centuries. 

What is said about the king not possessing many horses; not taking 
many wives; nor amassing treasures of gold and silver, nor going astray 


in his heart (from the ways of Jehovah,) alludes so directly to the sins of 


Solomon, that it affords an additional proof of its being posthumous. 
Moreover, the words “when you shall possess the land (of promise,) and 
you shall say, I will establish over me a king, like all the other people,” 
are so much the picture of what happened under Samuel, that we have 
a right to take them for a historical account, metamorphosed after- 
ward into a prophesy. Who has ever made mention of any Jewish king 
having copied the law with his own hand, or who had for regent and tu- 
tor a high priest, whom such an office would suit admirably? If it was 
a precept of Moses, how was it forgotten by Samuel, not only a prophet 
but achief judge? Are there not “here sufficiently powerful arguments 
in favor of those who maintain that the Pentateuch is a late composi- 
tion, and anterior to the Babylonish captivity ? 

To be continued. 


TRIUMPH OF TRUTH. BY C. SCHULTZ. 





. 4 
Continued from page 55. 


77. Another fact is, that some learned Christians in Hindostan have 
accidentally discovered a record which states, that the ancient Egyptians 
sent their priests to India, in order to be instructed in the arts and sciences 
by the Brahmins. We have, therefore, proved the following most im- 
portant facts, as the ground work for our conclusions: Ist, the Hindoos 
are the most ancient of all the nations; 2d, that Brahma is the oldest au- 
thor or legislator known on this globe ; 3d, that the writings of Brahma 
were carried into Egypt ages before Moses was born; and 4th, that as 
Moses was an Egyptian, and partly initiated into their mysteries, he must 
have had access to copies or extracts from the Shaster of Brahma; and 
these last we are prepared to prove in our Review of Noah. 

78. But that is almost unnecessary, for the fact is, as soon as the priests 
were convinced that Brahma was the oldest author and legislator, and 
that some parts of the two Bibles were so near alike that Moses could 
not escape being stigmatized as a plagiarist, they then set their “ inspira- 
tion” room to work, in order to weave out some kind of an excuse, and, 
finally, produced the following: If Brahma stole nothing from Moses, nei- 
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ther did Moses steal aught from Brahma, for God permitted the history ot 
those ancient times to reach us in two ways; one was through the corrupt 
medium of tradition, which the Hindoos received; and the other, a later 
and more correct account, through the medium of “ inspiration!” 

79. It is a fact, that the ancient Hindoos were the most benevolent, 
most moral, and most enlightened nation on the globe; while the Jews, 
on the contrary, were the most cruel, immoral, and ignorant of all! We 
therefore marvel much, whether the same God presides over nations at 
this day; or, whether the same principles influence him as formerly. 

80. It is a fact, that all the Christians, from the pope and archbishops 
down to the beggar, daily exclaim, “that man was unable ever to arrive 
at the knowledge of the unity of God, or of the immortality of the soul 
and a future state of rewards and punishments, without the aid of ‘ inspi- 
ration.””’ If so, then is.Brahma also an “‘inspired”’ writer, for he was 
the first author or legislator who ever pronounced those doctrines. 

81. It is a fact, avd the most important of all we can collect, in order 
to open the eyes of the peoples that there was not a single doctrine adopt- 
ed by the Jewish church, (except their cruel and bloody ones,) or by the 
Christian church, not even excepting a single precept of morality,-but 
what were all taught by Brahma about 1400 years before Moses. 

The following paragraph will be found to contain upwards of twenty 
historical facts within itself: 

For our cosmogony, fall of man, redemption, deluge, free agency, re- 
storation, incarnation, immortality of the soul, future rewards and punish- 
ments, heaven and hell, desolation of all things, universal restoration, 
&c., as also the unity, trinity, spirituality, invincibility, eternity, omni- 
potence, Omiiscielce, omnipresence, and omni-benevolence of God are 
all derived fiom the Shaster of Brahma. And not only these attributes 
of the Deity, but even your baptism, as well as your precept of morality, 
may be all traced to the same high and indisputable Indian origin, even 
down to Moses’s system of unclean things, division into tribes or casts, 
and obstinate refusal to intermarry with any other nation or religion “‘ even 
to this day!” 

105. It is a fact, that when man was buried in the most abject igno- 
rance and superstition, too ignorant even to doubt, then miracles were to 
be seen every day; but the moment philosophy made her appearance, 
and enabled man to doubt as well as detect all miracles, then they vanished 
altogether, and that precisely at the time when they became most necessary. 

106. It is a fact, that wherever ignorance and superstition predomi- 
nate, even at this day, there miracles flourish as plentiful as ever. 

107. It is a fact, that as the catholic Christians are more ignorant and 
superstitious than the rest, so the only Christian miracles are confined to 
them alone. 

108. It is a fact, that as all the uncivilized nations on this globe are 
buried in a similar happy state of ignorance, they all enjoy the blessings 
of miracles accordingly. 

109. It is a fact, that at the time of the apostles there were thousands 
and “legions” of devils on earth, possessing and harrassing as many 
poor mortals. What has become of that generation of immortal demons ? 
Your priests inform you, that when Christ descended into hell, he chained 
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er locked up all the devils in the bottomless pit. But your volume gives 
the lie to all such pretensions, because devils were as plenty as ever alter 
he went to heaven. The follawing statement of facts, however, will ex- 
plain this mystery. 

110. For itis well known, that in those ignorant and superstitious days 
there were no regular physicians or surgeons, aud that pests undertook 
to cure all with prayers. Of course, very few of the hundreds of dis- 
eases which afflict mankind could be known; accordingly, every evil 
thing was then attributed to evil demons or devils; and every unknown 
or incurable malady, as well as those subject to faintings, fits, convulsions, 
hysterics, or insanity, were all supposed to be « possessed of a devil.” 
And what a glorious harvest for miracles such a state of things produced 
your apostles amply testify. 

111. It is a fact, that every religion, except theism and deism, are 
founded on miracles, and, therefore, they must be considered as the poor- 
est of all testimony that can be offered in favor of any religion. 


112. It is a fact, that theism is the first true religion of man; and if 


there is only one true God, it is self evident that there never can be more 
than one free religion. 

113, It is a fact, that your systems admit of three true religions, if not 
an hundred in variety. 

114. It is a fact, that every religion of a mortal origin will undergo 
many changes. 

115. It is a fact, that your religion has undergone many changes, both 
as to what books compose your “ word of God,” as well as to your princi- 
pal doctrines; and, therefore, proves, beyond all doubt, that your religion 
cannot be a true one. 

116. It is a fact, that your newest sect is the most numerous in this 
country; and also, that the unitarians have given the death blow to Chris- 
tianity here, for-they have demolished two of the principal pillars which 
supported it. 

117. It is a fact, that the absurd doctrines of Luther, and particularly 
the damnable doctrines of Calvin, have driven more te embrace deism 
than the writings of any deist. 

11s. It is a solitary but a glorious fact, that the ancient Hindoos never 
persecuted any person, or shed a drop of blood for their religion’s sake. 

119. It is a universal and melancholy fact, that the Jews “and Chris- 
tians never ceased to persecute every other person on account of a dif- 
ference in religion; and they have burned and murdered millions of 
millions of their mnocent fellow creatures for the honor and glory of God, 
Jesus Christ, and the Virgin Mary! Such are the fruits produced by a 
priestridden people. 

120. It is a fact, that every priesthood has proved to be a corps of sys- 
tematic persecutors; and that publicly in Europe, Asia, and Africa, but 
privately in this country. 

121. It is a fact, that no priest ever was a friend to a free and impar- 
tial press. 

122. Itis a fact, that no priest ever will be a friend to the most virtu- 
ous man in society, if he is so candid and honorable as to avow any con- 
scientious doubts concerning the Bible. 

To be continued. 
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Execution of Strang.—By the Albany papers I learn, that this 
wretched culprit has been put to death, in cold blood, by men professing 
to be influenced by, and imitators of a God of mercy. Out of thirty 
thousand spectators, ‘‘ one fifth of whom were females,” it is said, “ that 
there were few to regret his fate—none to deny the righteousness of the 
law.” I do not believe this. Wicked and hard hearted as mankind have 
become, in consequence of the prevalence of error, it is impossible to 
imagine, that thirty thousand people could have been so steeled against 
the feelings of humanity, so insensible to the voice of nature, as to stand 
by unmoved, while a fellow being was unresistingly tied up by the neck, 
and actually strangled like a ravenous beast, when it was in the power of 
his executioners to have mitigated the barbarous sentence. Atrocious as 
was the crime committed, | am confident that more than four fifths of 
the males, and all the females, had they been called on at the fatal mo- 
ment to express their actual feelings, they would have declared against 
the execution, and in favor of a less sanguinary punishment. The 
scribbler who has asserted to the contrary, has been guilty of an atro- 
cious libel on human nature, indicating not only a want of sympathy, 
but a deplorable deficiency as to what constitutes a correct knowledge of 
the human mind. 

As I anticipated, the gratuitous assertion of the judge, that Strang 
was an “infidel,” and “ athiest,” has been completely rebutted by the 
conduct and declarations of the criminal himself. He was attended by 
clergymen ; listened with attention to their admonitions; joined, with 
fervor, in their devotions ; and died as sincere a Christian as any of its 
most flaming professors. Had it been otherwise ; had Strang really been 
an unbeliever in revelation, he must have adopted this opinion on un- 
questionable evidence. Nor could he abandon, at pleasure, principles 
forced into his mind by a train of reasoning and demonstration, amount- 
ing to absolute certainty—he must have died as he lived, maintaining 
those opinions only which he believed to be founded in truth. The ac- 
counts in the Albany papers do not even insinuate that Strang had ever 
entertained a single doubt as to religion. After the very pointed manner 
in which he was addressed by the judge, no means would have been left 
untried to ascertain the fact; and, considering the awful situation in 
which he was placed, no good reason can be assigned for his concealing 
it, if it had been true that he was an unbeliever. How inexcusable then 
was it to hazard even a surmise on a subject which could not benefit 
the criminal nor society, though every way calculated to aggravate the 
horrors of his condition, and more powerfully excite a thirst for human 
blood. 

Among the number of passages in the Old and New Testament, directly 
authorizing cruelty and murder, that contained in the ninth chapter of 
Genesis is principally relied on by Christians, as affording an ample jus- 
tification for dispensing with the observance of the charitable and for- 
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bearing maxims said to have been taught by the founder of their religion. 
—‘* Whoso sheddeth man’s blood, by man shall his blood be shed,” i 
we are told, the irrevocable decree of heaven; the stern and unalterable 
mandate, which, according to fanaticism, proceeded from the same source 
that, in latter ages, proclaimed * peace on earth, and good will to man.” 
It is in vain to point out to these men of blood, that it appears from their 
own books, that the first man who committed murder, was not punished 
with death; that a mark was merely put on his forehead to denote his 
being a criminal; and that in the narrative which their own historian 
has given of the death of Abel, whether true or false, he evidently in- 
tended to show, that instead of exacting * blood for blood,” the great 
judge of all spared the life of the murderer; rendering it, however, a 
perpetual burden, and himself an object of abhorence to all the world ; 
and that, foreseeing this salutary mode of punishment might be defeated 
by the mistaken policy of man, the same impartial judge denounced a 
heavy punishment on any one who would destroy the life of Cain. This 
example has no weight with, nor can it be expected to influence the 
minds of men who have been taught to regard Deity as a sanguinary 
being, who could not be pacified until he had shed the blood of his “ only 
beloved son.” Here, indeed, Christians are no way backward in imi- 
tating their ferocious deity. Instead of endeavoring, by kindness, to 
reform their fellow men, who, through their own corrupt institutions, 
have become amenable to their Draco laws, nothing will satisfy them 
short of a public expiation on the gallows. In this conformity to the ex- 
ample of their God, they imagine that they merit the kingdom of heaven. 

Although nothing can be looked for from fanaticism tending to human- 
ize our criminal code, it might have been expected, in a country like 
this, where knowledge has made such rapid advances, and where the mo- 
dification of the laws is in the hands of the people, that some efforts 
would have been made to put an end to capital punishments. From the 
great number of murders, which appear by the numerous trials to be per- 
petrated, it is evident that the infliction of death, for that crime, does not 
operate as an example to deter others from its commission. Although 
this mode of punishment has been for thousands of years resorted to in 
England, we do not find the people there deterred by it from yielding to 
a propensity to raise their hands against the life of their fellows. In that 
country, emphatically called the “ bulwark of our holy religion,” there 
are two hundred and twenty-three offences which are visited by the pe- 
nalty of death. But this severity, instead of exterminating crime, every 
where increases it. ‘ The punishment of death,” says Beccaria, ig 
pernicious to society from the example of barbarity it affords.” “ Bar- 
barous spectacles of human agony,” observes Paley, “are justly found 
fault with, as tending to harden and deprave public feelings, and to de- 
stroy that sympathy with which the sufferings of our fellow creatures 
ought always to be seen; or if no effect of this kind follow from them, 
they counteract, in some measure, their own design, by sinking men’s ab- 
horrence of the crime into commisseration of the criminal.” Blackstone, 
also, after lamenting over the “dreadful list of capital crimes” in Eng- 
land, states, that they are so numerous, “instead of diminishing, they 
increase the number of offences.” 
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Who has witnessed a public execution, and examined the counte- 
nances of the multitudes usually assembled on these occasions, but must 
have observed an universal feeling of sorrow for the untimely death of 
the sufferer; indications of a heaviness of heart that seemed reflected 
from every one to his neighbor? If the unfortunate lies seemed to 
meet his fate with fortitude, the admiration this excited obliterated de- 
testation for his crime; if he appeared insensible to his situation, this 
removed, instead of exciting terror; and if he discovered distress of 
mind, sympathy, and a desire to relieve it pervaded every bosom. There 
may be a few exceptions to this; but they can only appear when the indi- 
viduals are hardened with vice, or when they are too young or too igno- 
rant to form a proper estimate of the scene passing before then. ‘The 
effect then becomes highly pernicious ; punishment appears a mere arbi- 
trary act of cruelty, and the passive behavior of the sufferer indicates 
innocence rather than crime. A- disposition to exercise the same arbi- 
trary cruelty is immediately created, and we not unfrequently find pick- 
pockets under the gallows, and highway robberies committed in sight of 
a gibbet. ‘To the virtuous, then, a public execution is a source of deep 
regret, and, not unfrequeutly, of bitter and awful recollection during the 
rest of their lives. To the wicked, it furnishes fresh motives tor con- 
tinuing their wickedness, hardens their hearts, familiarizes them with 
blood, and hurries them on to the perpetration of the most barbarous 
crimes. In a few weeks, the execution is recollected only as a common 
occurrence by the general mass. A murder is soon after committed—the 
same scene is repeated, lamented, followed by the same ruinous conse- 
quences, and agaiu forgotten. 

These barbarous exhibitions are, moreover, productive of a gradual 
aversion to the laws, and calculated to rouse public indignation against 
those who are engaged in their execution ; they eradicate all the manly 
sentiments of those who are accustomed to witness them, render na- 
tions dastardly and contemptible, and lead to the suppression of free- 
dom. In France, though the punishment of death is not abolished, it is 
restricted to but a small number of offences ; and it is no less remarka- 
ble than true, that murder, which is one of those offences, and for which 
death is almost invariably inflicted, is more common than any other ca- 
pital crime. In those countries where forgery is never punished with 
death, we seldom hear of its being committed. But, in England, where 
it is never pardoned, it occurs almost every day ; and this not among the 
ignorant and lower classes, but among men of education, and of the first 
standing i in society. 

How is it possible to resist the inference forced on us by these facts, 
that man is not acreature to be coerced; that nature has implanted in his 
breast so great a repugnance to violence, that he will always be found in 
a state of opposition, or defiance, even where he is conscious that the ma- 
gistrate, by resorting to severity, aims at nothing more than the correc- 
tion of a crime which he knows he has committed. 

All our experience has shown, and the history of nations has demon- 
strated, that sanguinary punishments, so far from eradicating crime, have 
uniformly had a contrary tendency. For what purpose, then, is the prac- 
tice to be continued? Why do those appalling and disgraceful sights, 
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which are multiplying yearly among us, continue to be exhibited? Are 
we so wedded to precedents, so much in love with a barbarous code, 
merely because it claims the sanction of authority, that we must perpe- 
tuate it at the useless sacrifice’ of life, of every noble feeling of humanity, 
and of general utility? I hope not. I am satisfied that at least nine 
tenths of the nation are opposed to capital punishments ; and it only re- 
mains for this vast majority to raise its voice, in order to have the obnox- 
ious law expunged from our penal codes. 

If the punishment of death does not, and cannot operate as an exam- 
ple to deter others from the commission of crime, neither does it operate 
beneficially on the unfortunate wretch on whom sentence has been passed. 
When we consider that criminals, under sentence of death for even the 
worst crimes, never give up the hope of obtaining a pardon, or a mitiga- 
tion of the punishment, until the moment of execution arrives, we are 
compelled to believe, that the generality of offenders who are placed in 
this awful situation, are never truly penitent, and resigned to their fate. 
Charity might induce us to think otherwise, were it not that facts of an 
indisputable nature lead to an opposite conclusion. Dr. Forde, the or- 
dinary of Newgate, having been requested by Mr. Bentham to com- 
municate his views on this subject, felt no hesitation in declaring, from 
what he had witnessed for a series of years, ‘that the execution of a cri- 
minal was never viewed by him as a punishment for his misdeeds, or 
caused him to set about the necessary work of repentance.” 

Even in cases where symptoms of contrition seemed to arise in the 
breasts of some few under sentence, Dr. Forde says, that he did not re- 
collect an instance, after a respite had come to these people, of one who 
did not almost immediately forget all his good resolutions. ‘ Nay,” he 
continues, “I will take upon me to say, that some of the most wicked 
prisoners who are now in Newgate, have been under sentence of death. 
One instance let me mention of a man who was in that predicament, and 
who gave every hope of reformation. It was an arduous matter to get 
him respited ; but it was done. He was removed from the cells, and his 
punishment mitigated to transportation. Meeting me a few days after- 
wards, he said, ‘ Tere are the books you so kindly lent me; and having 
no farther use for them, I return them with my thanks.’ ” 

How, indeed, can it be otherwise, when, as is so well known, the prin- 
cipal part of the education of these wretched beings while pursuing their 
career of guilt, is to harden their minds against the fear of death, which 
they consider as only “‘ a bad half hour,” a momentary struggle, and all 
is over. The desire most predominant with them, is to maintain the good 
opinion of their former associates, and this they can only do by appear- 
ing to brave punishment, to leave behind them the reputation of having 
displayed that fortitude so greatly prized, and so often to be met with in 
the ranks of villany. They are as ambitious to be considered martyrs in 
the eyes of their confederates, as those who suffer in the most virtuous 
cause. 

Much of that solemn parade usually attending on public executions, 
particularly in this country, has also a pernicious effect on the criminal, 
as well as those who witness it. ‘ The sufferer,” to use the language of 
Mr. Livingston, of Louisiana, “‘ whatever be his crime, becomes a hero 
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or a saint; he is the object of public attention, curiosity, admiration, and 
pity. Charity supplies all his wants, and religion proves her power by 
exhibiting the outcast and murderer, though unworthy to enjoy existence 
on earth, yet purified from the stain of his vices and crimes, converted by 
her agency into an accepted candidate for the happiness of heaven ; he 
is lifted above the fear of death by the exhortations and prayers of the 
pious; the converted sinner receives the tender attentions of respecta- 
bility, beauty, and worth; his prison becomes a place of pilgrimage ; its 
tenant, awaiting the crown of martyrdom; his last looks are watched 
with affectionate solicitude; his last words are carefully remembered and 
recorded ; his last agonies are beheld with affliction and despair; and 
after suffering the ignominious sentence of the law, the body of the cul- 
prit, whose death was infamy, and whose life was crime, is attended res- 
pectfully and mournfully to the grave, by a train that would not have dis- 
graced the obsequies of a patriot or a hero. The object of such a trage- 
dy can never consider himself as the actor of a mean or ignoble part; 
nor can the people view in the hero of their admiration or pity, a mur- 
derer and a robber, whom they would have regarded with horror, if their 
feelings had not been injudiciously enlisted in his favor. Thus the end 
of the law is defeated, the force of example is totally lost, and the place 
of execution is converted into a scene of triumph for the sufferer, whose 
crime is wholly forgotten, while his courage, resignation, or piety, mark 
him as the martyr, not the guilty victim of the laws.” : 

If it should be asked in what way I would dispose of those criminals 
who infest society, and who, by their violences, give cause of apprehen- 
sion for the safety of our peaceful citizens, I would reply—place them in 
a situation where they will be restrained from committing crimes. Let 
the premeditated murderer ; the man who imbrues his hands in the blood 
ef another, be doomed to confinement and labor within the walls of a 
penitentiary. His crime evinces a state of mind that renders him unfit 
to live in society. He is as much an object of restraint as the inmate of 
a mad house, who is placed there to prevent him from depriving others of 
existence. The deliberate murderer, whose crime may have been of the 
highest degree, ought to be condemned to live by himself. Were he per- 
mitted to associate with the other prisoners, his mind would be diverted 
from those reflections, which are so essential to the creation of a proper 
sense of guilt, and to lead him to make all the reparation in his power, 
by contrition, and by cultivating habits of industry. The most atrocious 
have uniformly an aversion to labor ; their pursuits inspire them with a 
hatred to what they call drudgery. Here necessity would compel them 
to pursue a different course. Imprisonment and hard work would, 
moreover, make a more profound and lasting impression on the lawless. 
The more they are accustomed to an independent and idle mode of ex- 
istence, and to despise restraint, “‘ the greater,” says. Bentham, “ will be 
their dread of a state of passive submission and toilsome captivity. 
This kind of life would be one continued struggle with their inclina- 
tions.” It would, in fact, combine all that is essential to promote public 
example, and to restrain the vicious. 

So long as the proper education of youth continues to be neglected ; 
so long as they are surrounded with numerous temptations to commit 
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evil; so long as they perceive that money, instead of integrity, is valued 
the most, and that the possessors of it are more respected than the vir- 
tuous who may be in poverty; so long as hypocrisy is considered prefera- 
ble to morality, and the unassuming man of talent and industry is held in 
less estimation than the upstart arrogant pretender ; so long will society 
be infested with crimes, and those who commit them be proper objects of 
restraint. But this ought never to be attended by bodily infliction. Co- 
ercion makes men callous and revengeful; while mild treatment and 
kindness lead them to reflect on their folly, and to make reparation for 
the wrongs they have committed. It should never be forgotten, that had 
these unfortunate violators of the law been properly educated, they 
would have been good citizens. They should not, therefore, be too rigo- 
rously dealt with for offences, into the commission of which they had 
been hurried by causes over which they could have no control. 

Capital punishment is a remnant of feudal barbarism, which assumed 
the revengeful spirit of the family of the deceased, and made the law, 
which should be general and salutary, a vindicator of private wrongs, 
the instrument of private persons, and the means of gratifying their pas- 
sions. We express surprise that Great Britain, with all her boasted im- 
provements and knowledge, should retain so much of this antiquated 
and sanguinary system ; but how much more ought we, who have gone 
so far beyond the English in correcting our political institutions, to be 
astonished, that we have permitted to remain in our criminal code, ene of 
the most barbarous and impolitic laws which disgraced the ancestors of 
those from whom we are descended; while that very law is seldom or 
never acted upon in those European states where the feudal system is in 
full operation, and where the rulers of the people do not lay claim, as in 
Great Britain, to any high respect for public rights, or to any peculiar 
regard for those of humanity. 

I can well remember the time when the capital punishment of a sin- 
gle individual was so rare an occurrence among us, that it was alluded 
to by foreigners as a proof of the mildness of our laws, and of the su- 
periority of our institutions. But, from a late message of governor Clin- 
ton, it appears that no less than ten persons were sentenced to be hanged 
in this state during the year 1825, and that nine of them were actually 
executed. T'o what is this rapid increase of crime to be attributed? It 
eannot be owing to an increase of population, or to any relaxation on 
the part of our executive; for the former has borne no proportion to the 
number of criminals put to death; and it will not be pretended that those 
who preside in our courts, for trying offences, are less active, or less ac- 
quainted with the laws of their predecessors. To me it appears, that the 
increasing punishment of death, and the frightful list of capital offences 
at every session, indicates something wrong in our criminal code, which 
elaims the most vigilant attention of the people and of the legislature. 
A celebrated author says, ‘‘ When, in countries that are called civilized, 
we see age going to the almshouse, and youth to the gallows, something 
must be wrong in the system of government. It would seem, by the ex- 
terior appearance of such countries, that all were happiness; but there 
lies hidden from the eye a mass of wretchedness that has scarcely any 
other chance than to expire in poverty or infamy. Its entrance into life 
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is marked with the presage of its fate, and until that is remedied it is in 
vain to punish.” 

How powerfully does the fact established by governor Clinton’s mes- 
sage confirm the train of reasoning I have been pursuing, to show the 
injustice and the inutility of inflicting the punishment of death. How 
forcibly does it teach legislators and nations the necessity of reforming 
their criminal codes, and of substituting for their present sanguinary in- 
flictions some mode of restraining crime more efficient, and more consis- 
tent with our natures and with the present enlightened state of the human 
mind. 


Removal.—The oflice of the Correspondent is removed to No. 15 
Chamber street, near the Apprentices’ Library, where all orders and 
communications are requested to be forwarded. 

Printing in all its branches, also Bookbinding, neatly and expeditious- 
ly executed on the most reasonable terms. 

The following publications may be had as above: 

Ecce Homo! or a Critical Inquiry into the History of Jesus of Naza- 
reth—75 cents in boards. The author of this work was imprisoned two 
years and fined in £200 sterling, by the British government, for publish- 
ing it. 

‘Paine’s Theological Works, 8yo.—%1 12 1-2 in boards, or @1 50 
handsomely bound and gilt. This is the completest and cheapest edi- ~ 
tion of the theological works of this great man ever published. A few 
copies only are remaining. 

The Theophilanthropist, containing critical, moral, theological, and 
literary essays, among which are The Origin of Evil, by Soame Jenyns, 
and The Morality of Mahometanism, both scarce and valuable works, 
Svo.—1 bound. 

The People’s Rights Reclaimed ; being an Exposition of the uncon- 
stitutionality of the Law of the State of New York compelling the obser- 
vance of a religious Sabbath Day—25 cents. 

Critical Examination of the Life of St. Paul, from the French of Bou- 
langer—0 cents. 

Christianity Unveiled, from the French of Boulanger—®50 cents. 

*,* Orders for books, in ev very department of literature, punctually at- 
tended to. 





Heretic.—Of the tendency, of the ER and bent of the clerical mind, 
the word heretic involves evidence which reaches not the head only but 
the heart. The early church used the Grecian language, and the word 
heresy is Greek. Exactly, correctly, literally, it signifies choice. The 
crime of heresy was the crime of making a choice! There was the con- 
summation of the clerical dominion! When it became execrable to 
make, and he became execrated who did make, a choice; thit is, when 
the clergy might choose what other people were to choose, their power 
was thenceforward limited only by their will. 
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